
“ENGAGE THE ALBANIAN DIASPORA TO THE SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF ALBANIA”

OBJECTIVE:

TARGET GROUP:

ACTIVITIES:

“The Diaspora as a Resource for the Knowledge, Preservation and Enhancement of the Lesser-Known 
Cultural sites in Albania”

Facilitate the engagement of members 
of Albanian diaspora, especially in Italy, 
but also in other EU or non EU 
countries, to the territorial 
development, through a Fellowship 
scheme, in order to facilitate know-how 
and skills transfer.

Professionals from the Albanian 
diaspora in Italy, France and Belgium.

Members of Albanian Diaspora who 
completed at least a full cycle of studies 
in Italy.

Local Areas in in Përmet (Bënja, Leusë, 
Kosinë); Shkodra (Razëm) and Vlorë 
(the coastal village of Zvërnec).

Local and Central government and local 
communities.

The research has enabled the transfer 
of skills and know-how from members 
of the diaspora with high-level 
expertise in the field of archaeology 
and architecture, to support the 
territorial development of Albania, 
their home country. 

This activity was implemented in 
partnership with the Department of 
Architecture (DIDA) in the University 
of Florence. 

6 highly skilled diaspora researchers 
and 13 students conducted research 
on five Albanian villages: Përmet 
(Bënja, Leusë, Kosinë); Shkodra 
(Razëm) and Vlorë (the coastal village 
of Zvërnec) and developed Guidelines 
for Sustainable Tourism Development 
in the areas. 

As part of this research, 5 cultural 
monuments in the above-mentioned 
villages were studied, utilizing the 
innovative 3D laser scanning technique 
(“points cloud”) of the Laboratory of 
Digital Survey of Architecture of the 
Department of Architecture (DIDA), 
University of Florence. 

#MakeHomeaBetterPlace                                                                           #DiasporaShqiptare



#MakeHomeaBetterPlace                                                                           #DiasporaShqiptare

HOW IT WORKED:

The research paper, “Five Villages” - Guidelines for a 
Sustainable Tourism Development through the 
Enhancement of the Cultural Heritage” was made 
available to the local and central government and 
the practitioners.  

This research provides a clear picture of how this 
valuable methodology been used can be replicated 
and how precious is the Albanian diaspora for its 
potential of contributing to the development of 
Albania. 

The activity is a clear example of how the transfer 
of know-how and skills of the Albanian diaspora can 
bring an added value to the development of Albania. 

The special connection these individuals develop 
with the places, people and history of Albania was a 
key component of the research and, at the same 

time, an opportunity for them to be more aware of 
their roots and to reinforce their identity. 

The value of the research lies in its proposals for 
action to local authorities, showing that Albanian 
cultural heritage and cultural tourism can drive a 
sustainable socioeconomic development process 
that includes the environment along with the local 
communities, their traditions, and resources.


